Pulmonary presentations of amyloidosis.
Respiratory tract involvement with amyloid is rare. We report eight cases of lower respiratory tract amyloidosis including a case of isolated pulmonary interstitial amyloidosis treated with chemotherapy, two cases of recurrent endobronchial amyloid with airway obstruction successfully treated with laser therapy and three cases of localized nodular pulmonary amyloidosis. The subjects with endobronchial and nodular amyloid demonstrated good long-term survival, while those with systemic or interstitial pulmonary amyloid had progressive disease and poor survival. Circulating monoclonal immunoglobulins were identified in five of the eight cases as the likely cause of the amyloid.